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TNJ THF. CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 10-12, 14-17, and 19-20, without prejudice. 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



1-12. (Canceled) 



13. (Currently Amended) A mouse 
for the genes causing th e- natural onset 



y , h j^ H*rived fotnai"^'"- strai" homozygous 
nf rheumatoid arthritis wherein an embryo of the mouse 



strain is deposited as ac cession no 
De pository bul u ngo to the isolated mouse 
PERM BP 7790 . 



FKRM BP-77QO with the In ternational Patent Organism 
l iaii i o f c la i m 1? , nnd h n s ATCC acc Miinn N o 



14-17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A The method for p roducin g a mous e strain, deposited as 
no PERM RP-7790 with the Mo tional Patent Organism Depository, being 
lLiain ,.. rir ^ ^ ^ the natural o^ofAe^n^arthritis com prising the steps 

~ {aie£sMgd ^^ rolon y ^ P^uce offspri ng^ 

^ „^, r ^ nffsnring for the trait ofjeyelp^in^ nl onset of rheumatoid arthritis 
efrte i 17, . Luci n to m o u -e^n4s^euee^ m h um o n unl, , ■ ■ ,1, j.mtnrl t 
accoooionNo. BP 7799 . 



fc! 



19-20. (Canceled) 



-21 (New) The mouse of claim 13, wherein a symptom of the rheumatoid arthritis is 
selected from the group consisting of: arthritis in a foreleg or hind leg joint, joint stiffening, 
appearance of pannus, lymphocyte infiltration into joint cartilage or bone, destruction of joint 
cartilage or bone, production of rheumatoid factor or autoantibody against type II collagen, 
hypergammaglobulinemia and any combination thereof. 
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22. (New) The method of claim 18, wherein a symptom of the rheumatoid arthritis is 
selected from the group consisting of: arthritis in a foreleg or hind leg joint, joint stiffening, 
appearance of pannus, lymphocyte infiltration into joint cartilage or bone, destruction of joint 
cartilage or bone, production of rheumatoid factor or autoantibody against type II collagen, 
hypergammaglobulinemia, and any combination thereof.-- 



